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REPLY TO THE ATTENTION OF: 

SE-5J 

CERTIFIED MAIL 
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 
Royal Metal Finishers 
P. O. Box 2054 
Schiller Park, IL 60176-0054 

RE: Anchor Metal Finishing Site 
Schiller Park, Illinois 
General Notice of Potential Liability 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

The United States Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA) has documented the 
release or threat of release of hazardous substances, pollutants and contaminants into the 
environment from the above-referenced facility, and is planning to spend public fiinds to 
investigate and control these releases. This action will be taken by U.S. EPA pursuant to the 
Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act, 42 U.S.C. §§9601-
9675, as amended (CERCLA), unless U.S. EPA determines that such action will be done 
properly by a responsible party or parties. Responsible parties under CERCLA include the 
current and former owners and operators of the facility, persons who generated the hazardous 
substances, and persons who were involved in the transport, treatment, or disposal of the 
hazardous substeinces at the facility. Under Section 107(a) of CERCLA, where U.S. EPA uses 
public funds towards the cleanup of the hazardous substances, responsible parties are liable for 
all costs associated with the removal or remedial action and all other necessary costs incurred in 
cleaning up the facility, including investigation, planning, and enforcement costs. 

U.S. EPA is currently planning to conduct the following actions at the above-referenced 
facility: 

i) Prepare a work plan that includes tasks and a time line for the activities as well as a site 
Health and Safety Plan addressing continuous monitoring of airborne contaminants and 
dust control measures and a Site Emergency Contingency Plan; 



ii) Develop and implement a Site Security Plan; 

iii) Inventory and perform hazard characterization on all substances contained in containers, 
drums, vats, sweepings, unknown materials, and tanks; 

iv) Dismantle and decontaminate process equipment, tanks/vats, associated piping, and 
building components associated with the product process area, as necessary; 

v) Consolidate and package all hazardous substances, pollutants and contaminants for 
transportation and off-site disposal; 

vi) Investigate the potential for soil and building wall/floor contamination on the Property; 

vii) Excavate and dispose of significantly contaminated soil; 

viii) Backfill the excavated areas with clean material and topsoil. Restore and vegetate to 
prevent soil erosion; 

ix) Properly address any additional hazardous waste and/or materials identified during the 
removal action. 

x) Transport and dispose of all characterized or identified hazardous substances, pollutants, 
wastes, or contaminants that pose a substantial threat of release at a RCRA/CERCLA-
approved disposal facility in accordance with U.S. EPA's Off-Site Rule (40 CFR § 
300.440); and 

xi) Take any other response actions to address any release or threatened release of a 
hazardous substance, pollutant or contaminant that the EPA OSC determines may pose an 
inmiinent and substantial endangerment to the public health or the environment. 

U.S. EPA has received information that you may have owned or operated the facility or 
generated or transported hazardous substances that were disposed of at the facility. By this 
letter, U.S. EPA notifies you of your potential liability with regard to this matter and encourages 
you, as a potentially responsible party, to agree to reimburse U.S. EPA for costs incurred to date 
and to voluntarily perform or finance the response activities which U.S. EPA has determined or 
will determine are required at the facility. U.S. EPA is willing to discuss with you the entry of 
an appropriate administrative consent order under which you would perform or finance response 
activities and reimburse U.S. EPA for its costs. If a corwent order cannot be promptly concluded, 
U.S. EPA may issue a unilateral order imder Section 106 of CERCLA, requiring you to perform 
specified work. Under Sections 106 and 107 of CERCLA, you may be liable for reimbursement 
of U.S. EPA's costs, for statutory penalties, and for treble damages for noncompliance with such 
an order. If you are a qualified small business, enclosed is an U.S. EPA Small Business 
Regulatory Enforcement Fairness Act information sheet which may be helpfiil if you are subject 
to an U.S. EPA enforcement action. 



Because of the conditions described above, U.S. EPA believes that response activities at 
the Site must be initiated as quickly as possible. Therefore, U.S. EPA does not intend to utilize 
the special notice procedures available under Section 122(e) of CERCLA. 

As a potentially responsible party, you should notify U.S. EPA in writing within seven 
(7) days of receipt of this letter of your willingness to perform or finance the activities described 
above and to reimburse U.S. EPA for its costs. Your response should be sent to: 

Valerie Mullins 
U.S. EPA - Region 5 
Emergency Enforcement & Support Section SE-5 J 
77 West Jackson Boulevard 
Chicago, IL 60604-3590 

If U.S. EPA does not receive a timely response, U.S. EPA will assume that you do not 
v^sh to negotiate a resolution of your potential responsibility in connection with the facility and 
that you have declined any involvement in performing the response activities. 

Your response should indicate the appropriate name, address, and telephone ntmiber for 
fiirther contact with you. If you are already involved in discussions with State or local 
authorities or involved in a lawsuit regarding this facility, you may continue such activities as 
you see fit. This letter is not intended to advise you or direct you presentiy to restrict or 
discontinue any such activities already imderway; however, you are advised to report the status 
of those discussions or actions in your response to this letter and to provide a copy of your 
response to any other parties involved in those discussions or actions. 

If you need fiirther information regarding this letter, you may contact Maria Gonzalez of 
the U.S. EPA Office of Regional Counsel at (312) 886-6630. 

Due to the nature of the problem at this facility and the attendant legal ramifications, 
U.S. EPA strongly encourages you to submit a written response within the time fiame specified 
herein. We hope you will give this matter your immediate attention. 

Sincerely yours. 

QLX. 
Charles M. Gebien, Chief 
Emergency Response Branch 

End: (SBREFA urformation sheet) 
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INFORMATION SHEET 

U. S. EPA Small Buslnctss FElsources 

If you own a small business, the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) offers 
a variety of compliance assistance resources such as workshops, training sessions, hotlines, 

websites, and guides to assist you in complying with federal and state environrr^ntallaws. Th^e 
resoun::^ cai help you understarxj your oivironmiwtalobilgatbns, Improve complianca, and ftrtd cost-
effective ways to comply through the useof pollution prevention and other innovative technologic. 

Compllane* Asslstaiiea Cantors 
(www.as8istanc8centBrs.net) 
In partnershipwHh industry, urdversitteSk and otherfectwat 
and state agendes, EFA has estataibhed C w n i ^ t ^ ^ 
Assistance Centers Ihaaprovidainfcnfnailon targeted to 
industries with msffiy smatt businesses. 

A^CUltUfV 
(wwMr.apa.gov/agr1culture or 1-688-€63-2155) 

Automotive Raeyellno Industry 
r.org) 

Automotive Servtce and Rspair 
(www.ccar-greentMcorg or 1-88a^RN-tlNK) 

Chamleal Industiy 
(www.chemalllanc8.org) 

Constnictlon Industry 
(www.cicaoentar.org or 1-734-995-4911) 

Education 
(www.campus8rc.0fg) 

HaaHheaf* industry 
(www.hercantar.oi^ or 1-734-995-4911) 

MotainMahing 
(www.runitc.org or 1-734-995-4911) 

Paints and Coatbigt 
(www.paintoentef.0f9 or 1-734-995-4911) 

Prlntsd Wirina Board IWmufacturina 
(www.pwbreLorg or 1-734-99S-4911) 

Printing 
(www.pnea0.0r3 or 1-888-USPNEAC) 

Trans|Mrtatlon industry 
(wwuKtransouroeixg) 

Tritial Qovarmiianls aitd indlsn CounSry 
(wwwepagovAibaiAxxniMance or 2Q2-S64-2S16) 

us Bbrdsr Environmantai tasuse 
(www.bofdereentarj»g or 1-734-996-491'Q 

1Tie Cernars sdso prpyfcte State Reeouce Ljxators 
(www.efiwa^di^/iSt^rtBtiaQt^^ a Wlda rangs of 
topics to help ybli fbd teip6itaii<'wivl»onrnental ooh ip i la^ 
information specific to you- state. 

E P A m b s l t o s 
ERA has several internet sites that provide useftJl compli­
anca assistance ihfbiimatkm and material fbrsihcA 
busiriesses. if you doii1 have access to tile IntMnet at 
yoiir tHitdiiiess, many pubilc Ittiraries provide accMs to the 
Internet at minimal or no cost 

EPMi Honw Pags 
wwwapa.gov 

SnudI Buslnass Gateway 
wwweps.gov/Bmdibuaine8s 

Cotnpilsiwe Assistance Home Page 
www.apa.gov/oompilanca/as8istanoa 

Office of Enforcsmant and Compiiance Assurance 
www.epa.gov/oomplianos 

Voluntary Partnership Piro^ams 
www.epagoWt)artnerB 

Assurance: •.•/ww.epa.ijov!cr. 
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Hotllnsst Helpl ine* ft Clearlngliouses 
(www.epa^gov/ejaahoine/hbtilne.htm) 
EPA sponsors many free hotlines and clearinghouses that 
provide convenient assistance regarding envfronmentai 
requirements. A few examples are listed t)elow: 

Ctaan Air Technolosy Cantar 
(www.epa.gov/ttn/catc or 1-919-S41-0800) 

Emai^ncy Planning and Community Right*To-Know /tot 
(www.epa.gov/superfund/r88ourc8a/ifiiloc8nter/8pcra.htm or 
1-800-424-9348) 

EPA's Smal l Buslnaaa Ombudsman Hot l lna provides 
regulatory and technical assistance Information, 
(www.epa.gov/sbo or 1-800-368-5888) 

The Nationai Environmantai Complianca Assistance 
Claaringhouse provides quick access to compliance assis­
tance tools, contacts, and planned activities from the U.S. 
ERA, states, and other compliaiKe assistance providers 
(www.epa.gov/cieannghou88) 

National Rasponsa Canter to report oil and irazardoua 
substance spills. 
(www.nrcuscgjnii or 1-800-424-8802) 

Pollution Prevention Infbrmatlon Claaringhouse 
(www.epa.gov/opptintr/pplc or 1-202-568-0799) 

Safe Drinking Watar Hotlbte 
(www.epa.gov/88fewater^hotiine/)ndex.html or 1-800-426-4791) 

Stratospharte Ozetta Retirtaaranf Infbrmatlon 
(www.epa.gov/ozone or 1-800-296-1996) 

Toxics Assistance Infbrmatlon Sarvfce also Indudes asbestos 
inquiries. 
(1-202-554-1404) 

Wettancto Halpline 
(www.epa.gov/owow/W8tlands/w8tline.html or 1-800-832-7828) 

S t a t e A g e n c i e s 
Many stata agencies have established compliance assis­
tance programs that provide on-sita and other types of 
assistance. Contact your local state environmental agency 
for more information or the foiiowing two resources: 

EPA'a Small Buslnass OmtHidsman 
(www.epa.gov/sbo or 1-800-368-5888) 

Small B u s i n g Emrlronmantal Homepage 
(www.smallbiz-enviroweb.ofg or 1-724-452-4722) 

Compliance incentives 
EPA provides incentives for environmentai compliance. By 
participating in compliance assistance programs or 
voluntarily disclosing and promptly correcting violations 
before an enforcement action has been initiated, 

businesses may be eligible for penalty waivers or rdductions. 
EPA has two poUdea that potentially apply to smaU \ 
businiBSsea: 

The Sinail Business Compiiance Policy 

(www.epa.gov/compliance/incentlves/smallbuslne8s) 

Audit Policy 

(www.epa.^v/compjiance/lncantives/auditlng) 

C o m m e n t i n g o n F e d e r a l E n f o r c e i ^ e n t 
A c t i o n s a n d C o m p l i a n c e A e t l v l t i 4 s 
The SmaH Business Regulatory Enforcement F a ^ s s Act 
(SBREFA) established an SBA Ombudsman and 10lRegkinal 
Faimess Boards to receive comments from small tKJSinesses 
atxxrt federal agerKy errfbrcement acttons. If you beiieve that 
you fsd within the Smefl Businesa Administration's definition 
of a smaU business (based on your l̂ orth American Industry 
ClasstncaUon System (f4AICS) designation, numberof 
empkiyees, or annual receipts, defined at 13 C.F.R. ;121.201; 
In most cases, this means a business with 500 or fejwer 
empkiyees); and wish to comment on federal enforĉ Hnent 
and oompfiawa activities, caB the SBREFA Ombudsman's 
toil-free number at1-888-RE6-FAIR(1-888-734-3247). 

Every smaH business that is the subject of an enfofcement 
or compliance actton is entitled to comment on th4 
Agency's acttons without faar of retaiiatton. EPA 
emptoyeea are prohlbitad from using enforcement br any 
other means of retaiiatton agcrinst any member erf the 
regulated community in response to comments mslde Under 
SBREFA. 

Y o u r O u t y t o C o m p l y 
If you receive complianca assistance or submit comments 
to the SBREFA OmtHidsman or Regtonai Fairness Boards, 
you stili have the duty to comply with the law, including 
provkling tlmeiy responses to EPA informatton reqiiiests. 
administrative or civil ctmiptaints, other enforcemeiit 
actioiw or communicattons. The assistance jnformiatton 
and comment processes do not give you any new rights or 
defenses in any enforcement actton. These processes 
also do not affect EPA's obligatfcm to protect pubifâ  health 
or the environment under any of the environmoitai jstatutes 
it enfcvces, including the right to take emergency remedial 
or emergency response acttons when appropriate. Those 
decisibns will be based on the facts In each situation. The 
SBREFA Ombudsmm and Faimess Boards do nojl 
partldipata in resoivihg EPA's enfon»ment actionsi Also, 
remerhber that to preserve your rights, you need td comply 
with all rules governing the enfon:ement process. , 

EPA Is disseminating this information td you 
without making a determination thatyour tMsiness 
or organization Is a small business as defined by 
Secthui 222 of the Smalt Business Reguktpry 
Ehlorcement Faimess Act or related ptwiskms. 
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